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＋ Is "nj igh "Forty " Years A! you have 
5 15 have oily 4 deſi end 
ollow wk 110 the Light or Rule 
of his Word, in a' way of Worſhi 
a2 you find now Be by ſome, an 
every where ſpoken againſt : No Wonder 
Padeed, conſidering the” Difficulties attend- 
* It, even now; and much more whilę the 
. were edgd "againſt us. Many of our 
je d Brethren having thus finiſhed their 
qurſe. in Peace, not ſhaken in Mind by 
feat Tibulatiogs and we poſting to our 
Keſt,” you have Nee of us our Riper 
houghts of that Way we embraced, by 
Heeaſſon of the Clamouts of Unkind Neigh- 
3 ure 5 Conſcious 15 our Huy to You and 
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anſwer you in this, as expecting ſhortly to } 


becauſe we are are Debtors to you and the 
riſing Generation, who were nat Born When. 
the Fatal Impoſitions were revived, Which 


8 
to the Truth, which we have pleaded and 
ſuffered for, we ſnall once more, ſincerely 


anſwer it to our Great Judge. Others will | 
ſurmize We have herein been byaſſed by chis 
and that; only let them who judge us, re- 
member they are to be ſo judged. Mat. 7. 2. 
If we have err'd, it was for fear of Erring; 
and did we now diſceri the Error, we! 
ſhould give Glory to God by Candid Con- 
feſſion and Retractation; but after large time 
of Conſiderat ion, and moſt preſſing Motives 
thereto, and our moſt ſerious Pains taken 
therein, we continue fix'd in this Perſwa- 
ſion, that as Conformity appeared to us in 
1662. and the Spirit of its Abettors more 
appeared ſince; we could not, in Faithful- 
neſs to God and Men, and our own Sovls, 
ſubmit to that Yoke : And we verily think, 
the ſure Word of God directs ys to that 
Choice we made, of leaving all our Worldly 
Intereſts for a Good Conſcience. 'We judge 
not Others, for they are not to ſee with 
our Eyes b t we approve our Selves te 
God, and comply with this your Demand 


divorc'd us from you; fo may eaſily mil 
judge our Caſe thro'. Ignorance of Fad 
Very ſeldom have we inſiſted on theſe Cauſt 
of Strife among you: But Matters of Poli: 
tive Worſhip are ſome Part of the Cou/q< 


C3) 


Jef God, Ezek. 43. 19, 11. Matth. 28. 19, 20. 
therefore in fulfilling our Miniſtry muſt ſome- 


time be told you: And tho? theu are not the 


Great Things, are worthy to be remembred 
after our Deceaſe ; We have herein the Ex- 
Jamples of Dying Aoſes, Joſhua, and Two 
Great Apoſtles, 2 Tim, 1. 8, 12, 13, — 4. 


1255 2 Pet. 1. 12, 13, 14. and of our Lord 


Jeſus, both before his Death, John 18. 37. and 


after his Reſurrection, A&s 1. 2, 3. Our Ad- 
verſaries will always think it unſeaſonable 
for us to ſpeak ; but fail not to miſconſtrue 
our Patient Silence, as if our Cauſe were 
baffled by their Numerous Books of late: 
Why then do they urge us, or ſuppoſe that 
we praſtice that which we have now no Rea- 
ſon for? Or that the Reaſons whereon the 
Neceſſary Act of Indulgence was grounded, 
have loſt all their Force? Yet do we deſign. 
no Reply at preſent to any of their Writings ;- 
and ſhould rejoice if they would agree to for- 
bear theſe Contentions, at leaſt till by our 
United Vigour, the Prophane Spirit were 
driven out of the Land, ad | 


Some Diſſenters may chooſe another Way 


o juſtifie their Practice, which is no Preju- 


ice to a Good Cauſe. Do not the Confor- 


nſts do the ſame? All Parts of impoſed 
onformity are not alike Grievous, Some 
tay feel themſelves more pinch'd here, and 
dme there: We leave others to abound 


a-their Senſe, and 5 candidly C declare OUT. 
87 A 3 onny 


N 
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own; hot recounting every, Thing in Con- 
formity that blends ws nor all that we ob- 
ject againſt it. Nor mur you ſuppoſe every 
Thing we name, taken ſingly and-a to 
be ſufficient Ground for Separating from the 
Pibceſan Churches. Some Things that we- | 


juſtly complain of, and which ought not ro 


be impoRd, are yet more tolerable in ſome 
Circu ſtances. Theſe are / alike enforced. 
with their more Griewons Burdens, there! 
fore we do not here coriouſly diſtinguiſh 
them: Both ought to be removed, that 
Chriſt's Terms of Communion, and his Con- 


ſtitution of the Church may rake Place; our 


Yielding all that we poſſibly can, (as many 
5 us have done) avails nothing, while the 
ſers can or will abate nothing; as ap- 
— by the Practice of all the Convocations 
in this Reign. | 
1 ſtate our Caſe clearly, as plein People 
we will briefly inf rm you what is 


Covey as Impoſed and Practiſed, and 
. what we diflike therein. The great Things 


of the Law and Goſpel, moſt eſſential to 
Godlineſs, are unconteſted between us. We 
apree with all true Proteſtants to Reverence 

Holy Scripture as the perfect, only Rule of 
Religion; the Standard whereby to try all 
Doctrines and Practices therein by which 
alſo we muſt reform whatever is "diſordered 


mn the Church of God. What God's Word 
doth not Warrant therein, we for Conſcience 


ike refule to prater therefore are called 
Z Non» 


MAAC en IR 


laid on Miniſters as ſuch. 


Nonconformiſts or Diſſenders, i. e. from ſuch 
deer who think they ought to Obſerve 
divers Other Things aw and Diſci- 
pline, not required by the Word, only pre- 
ſcribed by the Law of the Land: Some Modes 
and Forms of Worſhip which they count 
Indifferent Things; but by impoſing them, do 


not leave them ſo to us. iu 

1. The Impoſed Conformity is, To Order 
our Practice ( chiefly) in the Public Worſhip 
of God, according to certain Books and Canons 
eſtabliſhed to that End by Humane Laws, and 
namely the AW of Uniformity, bearing date, 


© or taking place from Auguſt 24. 1662. That 


Act names all the intended Books; and with- 
out complying with theſe, we are not admitted 
to Communion in God's Ordinances, nor 
could we ſometime enjoy out Civil Liberty. 
What the Law requires of all in Common, 
we according to Cuſtom ſhall call Lay- Confor- 
mity, We ſhall, 1. Report what that is, 
and after ſhew, that a heavier Burden is 


Lay- Conformity ſtands moſt in theſe Four 
hings, 


- 
- 


1. By the aforeſaid Law we are all re- 


quired to act our Part in Publick Worſhip 
by certain ſtinted Forms of Words, in the 


Common-Prayer Book; and ſo to approve 


the Making and Impoſing ſuch Forms. 


2. We muſt uſe, other Humane Rites and 
Ceremonies in Worſhip, as the Croſs, &c. 
i We muſt receive All and only ſuch 
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N 
Paftors who without our Conſent or Know- 
ledge, are brought into Pariſhes by Patrons 
_ Dioceſans, whatever their Character 
4. Theſe Miniſters with the People, muſt 


ſubmit to a Diſcipline exerciſed in certain 


Courts (held in the Biſhop's 'Name, but 
wherein he is not ſuffered to act) by Officers 
unknown to Scripture, as Chancellors, Com- 
miſſaries, &c. or be Excommunicate at their 
Pleaſures for Trifles. This is the Means cho- 
ſen for Uniformity, and we muſt lay down 
our Necks that Men may go over us. If 
we refuſe for fear of ſinning againſt God, 
we are called Faratick, Stubborn Humouriſts, 
Serupnlous Fools ; and many delight at this Da 

to renew againſt us the Odious Charge of 
Schiſm, even ſince the preſent Powers ſaw 
juſt Cauſe to Allow our Worſhipping God, 
according to our Judgment, provided we 
Keep the Peace, and Embrace the Doctrinal 


'Articles of the 39. which we moſt ſincerely 


do, and in all our Practice endeavour to keep 
the Unity of the Sprit in the Bond of Peace. 
But if others will ſtil] incenſe the People and 
Rulers againſt us and our Way, we can on- 
ly commit our Cauſe to him that judgeth 
righteouſly. Or if they will conſtrue our 
Exhorted Self-defence to be a Depraving or 
that admired Book, they muſt in reaſon ex- 
cuſe us of any further Plea, and ſo may en- 
joy a diſhonourable — 1 
II. Againſt the aboveſaid Conformity we 
thus Object. 1. The 


— 


(7) 
1. The Common. Prayer- Book, and the Uſe 
thereof in all its Parts and 'Orders, as the 
Law directs, is what we do not approve, ſo 
as ordinarily to 'worſhip God' thereby ; and 
A while this is our Judgment and Conſcience, we 
dare not praQiſe* what. we diſalloy. - In- 
deed every Perſon is not required (as Mini- 
ſters are Wi manifeſt his Approving this 
Way of Worſhip by Vocal Aſſent, Conſent 
and Subſcription thereto ; but Practice 
is the ſame in Effect, in other Caſes ; and 

why not in this? We muſt ſpeak, and do the 

Truth in our Heart, Pſal. 15. 2. unleſs we are 

fallen from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt ; and 

ſure, Proteſtants will not deny, that every 

Chriſtian ought to have a Judgment of Diſere- 
ion, concerning his own Practice. To pradtice 
onformity and not approve it (at leaſt as 
pllerable) is double Dealing. The Law con- 
Kues Practice to be our · Approbation, yea 
nore than Subſcription alone; which is not 
ccepted of any Miniſter without Correſpon- 
lent Practice, and that to be often repeated 
00. 

And hereby the Law avowedly deſigns Uni- 
prmity in Religion, i. e. That every Perſon in 
ngland ſhall own the Conſtitution of this Na- 
onal Church, as to Doctrine, Diſcipline and 
orſhip : To perform what the Law requires 
that End, is to chooſe that End and that 
eans; Ordinary Practice being as full a De- 
aration of ones Mind or Words can be; nd 
| Honeſt, Plain-dealing Men ſo underſtand = | 


( + 8) * 1 7 
80 f Cor. 8. 10. If any n who 0 
Knowledge, fit at Meat in the Idols Temple, 
the Idolatets intended by. that, Feaſt to 0- 

_ their Idol; the Chriſtian id their Com- 
did not ſo in Truth, but believed that 
the Idol being nothing, could not po lute, the 
Meat nor the Place; but the Attn would! 
beſpeak another Intention, and how could | 
an indifferent Obſerver put the Difference? 
Therefore Cap. 10. 20, 21. this Action ſo 
circumſtanced is call'd, Having Communion | 
with Devils, as the Sacrificers to Idols had. 
We are not to diſſemble and ſhuffle with 
God or Men. Our Separation teſtifies, that 
we count Conformity in ſome degree finful, 
and that we may not partake in that Sin: 
But to practice it, is to tell the World (if 
Sincerity be left among Men) that we eſteem 
it lawful ; elſe by Directing the Intention (Je. 
ſuit like) we might all go to Maſs, and dog 
Fvil that Good may come, We dare not by 
Practice thus violate our Conſciences, and 
deſtroy our avowed Principles; nor wil 
Candid Men, that weigh our Caſe, think this 
a Humour of Oppoſition ; ſince they cauno! 
but know, that among, us have been, - and 
are Men of good Senſe and Learning; © ; 
Sober Minds and Try'd Integrity, who reli 
the Comforts of their Life and Families as 0 
ther Men ; greatly valued an Opportunity 
| ſerving Chriſt in the Mioiftr y, and woul 
not for Trifles expoſe themſelves to Povert; 
Contempt, Priſons, Mercileſs Fines, Exil 
an 
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and ſometimes Death it ſelf. That were an 


„ Odd Humour indeed. 


Now as to this Impoſed Bock. i. We are 
not ſatisfied in our Jadgment, that a Book 6f 
— be compoſed for, and 
impoſed on us, as 2 Rule and Mean of Ordi- 
nary  Publick Worſhip. Wie find nor, that 

has given” Auchority to any Offcers 

Inn, to makè prayers for others; nor in- 
deed' that any Apofite of his did once uſe 
that only Form ef Prayer, dictated by Chriſt 
himſelt; much Jeſs doth Chriſt warrant any 
ro impoſe their Stinted Forms on all. He is our 
Lord and Lawgiver, Ha. 32. 22. peculiarl 
as to Meins of drip, which with great 
Awtulneſs, he ——. to himſelf in the Se: 
cond Commandment; and Mat: 23. 8, 9, — 
18. 18, 15. We are ho Servants of Men there, 
1 Coy. 7. 23. and Prayer is # great Part of 
standing Worſhip; which we doubt not 
Chriſt has provided for, in pouring out Ne 
niſter ial Gifts after his Aſcenſion, not on Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles only, but on Ordinary 
Paſtors: and Teachers, Ephl. 44 12. Co 
Acts 6. 4. & 1 Cox. 14.12, 5. klompble E. et! 
ciſe would encreaſe Spiritual Gifts: Confine- 
ment to'a Form of Words will quench them. 
Conformiſts alſo find, that no Form can fully 
provide for all ſudden Occaſions of Prayer, and 
therefore take a Liberty; which others plead; 
is not Canonical, and is liable to all the Ex- 
ey they make againſt out Way of Pray? 

A Book of Homilies impolag on any Na- 
* of tion 


Many Reformed Churches have indeed: their 
Liturgies: Vet not ſo impoſed on all, for 
conſtant Uſe, as ours; or if they are, we 
muſt ask, Quo jure? Thoſe Honoured Churches 
are no more a Rule to us in this, than our 
Accuſers admit them to be to them in other 
Matters. | T | ut 

However they know full well, how ready 
moſt of us have been to uſe ſome preſcribed 
Forms, ſo far as our Great Maſter leaves us 
to our Liberty, and the great Ends of Prayer 
can be ſerved thereby; and what would Men 
have more ? Nay, many of our Elder Bre- 
thren ſubmitted to the Uſe of This Form or 
Book, while there was Hope by the Patient 
Yielding to get it amended at laſt. , But 
could never conſent to ſuppreſs all other 
Publick Prayer ; nor thonght this Form to 
be the Male in our Flock: Yea, that being ur- 
ged as it is, they fear'd, it did more hurt to 
true Devotion ; and deſerved a like Sentence 


as the Brazen Serpent of God's Inſtitution, 
which the King brake, when perverted to 


Superſtition. [ 
EW * 


wu; But, 


ther but Engliſh Mals: The Thing is un- 


. ˙ YO. Se: Wo Wy 0” WE :4 
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2. If ſome Forms moſt be -uſed; yet we 
and our Fathers conſtantly except againſt 
this Book: Ix contains many good Words 
and Things, and is indeed purged from the 
greateſt Abominations in the Maſs- Book. 
1. It is ſome Blot upon it, that ſo much of 
the Matter, and the whole Method and Or- 
der of it. are took from that infamous Book, 
(eſpecially -the Cathedral Service) and from 
the Ceremoniale & Pontificale Romanum: Hence 
divers of our Biſhops would have retain'd 
the very Name Maſs; and Edw. 6. aſſured 
his Male-conrtents, that it was really no o- 


deniable to ſuch as compare the Two Books ; 
Hence 2 Popes ſucceſſively offer'd Q. Elix. on 
certain Terms to allow it, Vid. Fox's As & 
Mon. Vbl. 2. p.667; Camb. Elix. p. 45. This 
we think is a dangerous reſpect to that Idola- 
trons Synagogue of Satan, and may expoſe 
the People to return to Popery, which accor- 
dingly fell out in our 2 laſt Kings. Why did 
God in the Old Law refuſe to be worſhipt 
with the Coſtoms of Idolaters, Exod. 34. 11, 
to 17. Lev, 18. 30. Deut. 1 2.29, to 32. but be- 
cauſe ſuch Symbolizing was like to harden 
them in Idolatry, and ſeduce Iſrael from true 
Religion ? And if our tender Reformers ho- 
ped hereby to gain the papiſts, is not that 
Pretence long ſince void? . 
2. In many Books we have ſhewn the Defi- 
ciencies and Fault; of this Book, far inferior 
| ro 


— _ 


. at Times enforced, by the Spiritual 


(12. 
to the New. Farms | compolea by other Re- 
formed dend 7 Greateſt Matters of Pray - 
er. are ch'd; pick Tranſitions 
made to Thing s Foreign; "No is there any 
Hecency — Gravity in the P es Reſponſes, 
who by Scripture Direction ſhould utter go 
more ia Pablick Prayer hut their Hearty . 
215 why. ſhould the Lord's: Prayer be repeat, 
ed 4, 5, or 6 timer in the ſame Morning or 
Keeping Ser vice? Suck Tautplogy looks like 
2 Superſtitious Conceit of thoſe Words and 
Syllables, as more Sacred and Effectual; where- 
as the two Evangeliſts that recite that Dire» 
cory, have not thought it neceſſary to kee 
ſtrictiy to the ſame Words. But to impo 
this lame and faulty Book, enforcing it on a 
by Penalties Civil and Spiritual, without any 
Viſible Need or Benefit, is ſuch a Tyranny 
over Mens Conſciences, as we mult; not pte- 
tend to excuſe; it being the Woful Occaſion 
of perſecuting the beſt of Men that could not 


ſubmit to it, and indeed a great Means of 


continuing other Corruptious in the 20 
as Pluralities, Inſufficient Miniſters, & c. W 
are ſaid to have fully diſcharg d their Office, 
ifthey duly read theſe Prayers. 

:3. In pargieular Forms we ſind things 95 
beer nor Sent ſo cannot aſſent and co 


We diſlike, 1 ſtated Feaſt 85 d bite 


Courts, as. they may ſtill. The Chrilfian 


Sabbath we hogour, and gount it a peculiar 


Beauty 


e A 


bequty of or our Briti Reformation ; but this 
now levels it to Church. Feaſts, and 
the Book of Sports once treated it no bet- 
er. Other Weekly or Yearly Feaſts or Faſts 
Pave no Warrant in Scripture, nor by Apo- 
Molick Example; fey 28 condemn'd by 
plain T exts, Rom. 1 W 197% I. 
bt leaſt, the Imf fing Peck them; and they 
mbolize with Gentil: 81 Jewiſh Tp ROWE now 
{ bolifh'd : God the Lord of Time, Weck 
pr allows Men to labdur ſix Days every Week 
and many have no Leiſure to kegp idle Days: 
is the Ger man Princes objected in their 
entum Gravaming ;, and its evittelit in 1% 
and Spain, that not Pity, but Sloth, Vice and 
Poverty are promoted by this Officious Pre- 
tones to greater Devotion. | 
But if 2 Remark were to be ſet on en 
EE /toieuicare the eat Myſteries of Gb l: 
5 e as C yy hk f 4 
hy muſt Days ob ELve 
ett to Cr 4 Saints and Ang els? 
o dedicate Feſtivals to them bein 85 Pe 
op (as tis (Hf by Popiſh al hk 
dnour as to build them een 
laims dis Pay by, Nanie, Tem Creature 
may, 
A. as Stated and Numerous Faſts 3s 'on 
Ke ays, Fridays, Holiday Eves, Ember- 
ti ks and Lent, took more like 2 ifaical 
ind. Poyiſh Devotion; re ſeldom o reed 
dy them who preſcribe © to us ; and vn ſwer 


0 0 2905 as. kaſts appointed on Te) 
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| "LI. 
Occaſions, and then well kept; j abſtainia 
not from this or that fort of Meat, but fron 
all indulging the Fleſh, and thereby asl 
the Soul to fervent Prayer. 

2. The Rubrick of baptizing Infants af. 
firms, That it is certain by the Word of G th jy 
Baptized Children dying before Actual Siu, arty 
Cn ontotle ſaved, © We read not fo in God's 
Book; and ſince ſecret Things belong to God. 


ho can we affirm it? Or, Thank G for Re- 
generating every Child e N ſhall 


we find the Spiritual, New Birth ſo. ty d to 
Water-Baptiſm ? God acts freely therein, be- 
fore or after Baptiſm: No more Scripture 
have we for God-fathers, excluding Arien 
from Covenanting for their own Childrez 
Sponſors are taught to promiſe hat go) . 
truly can; hence Men of leaſt Fr The 
| 


to renougc ing the Fleſh + Fe ra 
vil, * Nen to 90 that ; 
nevermind to por ar ems, ougw 
Babes they repreſent... 0 

3. Nor can we (0 the Offi ſlice of Bus 
rial) bleſs, God oyer every 38 That: 1 
bas talen 0 'bimſelf tbe Soul of ut Dear Br 
ther departed, and commit ti to Du, 
In ſure and certai 75 1 of .a Fell Reſurre- 

1 


ion to Eternal I. the Perſon was bap- 
tiz'd, and not. excommunicate,, nor a Felo ds 


1 "What wild Charity is this, to Perſons 


dying in the very Act of ſome Enormous Sins! 
Whereas ſome Biſhops have order'd to deny 
that Office to Di enters, as hopeleſs Schiſmaticks 
4. Publick 


x, 
4. Publick Reading of Holy Scripture, being 
the great Help that moſt People have to kaow 


| God's Will ; our Liturgy provides ſorrily for 


this; For, 1. The Pſalms are ſtill read in a 


corrupt Verſion, and that ſometimes contradi- 


ed by our Bibles, as Pſal. 105. 28. and all 


the Titles are left out, tho? they are part of the 


riginal Text. 2. Many whole Books acknow- 
edg d by the 39 Articles to be Canonical (and 
therefore profitable, 2 Tim. 3. 16.) containing 
weighty Matters, no where elſe profeſſedly 
treated of, are omitted; and many other ſcat- 
ter d Chapters; and the reſt mangled and 
curtail'd, after the Popiſh Faſhion: This did 
not the Old Jews, nor Primitive Chriſtians, nor 
other Reform'd Churches. 3. Books Apocrypbal 
mark'd by the Article to be ſo, and proved 
ſuch by very learned Prelatical Doctors, and 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles never once re- 
ſpeed, as Aavſes and the Prophets; are read, 
and that in great proportions, to the joſſel ing out 
a conſiderable Part of the Canonical Scripture ; 
ſo hardening the Papiſts in their Error, and 
teaching them to vpbraid us with Self. contra- 
diction. Holy Scripture is our only Oracle; 
nor did the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak by Tobit, as the 
Homily ſays In which Fabulous Book, an An- 
gel. calls himſelf Toby's Kinſman, of the Tribe 
of Naphtali; and of the Captives that dwelt 
at Nine veh; direQts him to Cure his Father's 
blind Eyes with the Gall of a Fiſh, and fright 
away the Devil with its Liver. Eccleſiaſticus 
"Says, Elifha's dead Body prophecy'd, and — 
| | B | Alms 


| 15 , 
Alms atone for Sin. In Judith, Simeon and 
Levi's Murther and Treachery is juſtify'd, and 
that Harlot her ſelf, in all her Lewd Tricks to 
debauch Holofernes, which yet, like the Italian 
Banditti, ſhe conſecrates with Prayer, And muſt 
we aſſent and conſent to read and hear all this 


vile Stuff in God's Solema Worſhip ? yea, ra; 


ther let all be done to Godly Edifying. If w 


mult have a Book of Common Prayer, wha 
hinders this Church to provide vs a better? 


155 


1 


2. We except againſt Symbolical, Humane | 


Ceremonies, annexed by this Book to certain 
Parts of Worſhip, _ | 
t. That the Impoſers arrogate a boundleſs 
Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, by Article 
6th, inlarged in Art. 34. and this Church 
- muſt judge what is fit. to Decree, and her Power 
cannot by Exerciſe be exhauſted ; ſo ſhe may 
Decree ad  infinitum ; but who gave her this 
Power? We think it Chriſt's Prerogative togive 
Laws and Ordinances in his Houſe, Mat. 28.18, 
19. Phil. 2.9, 10. Heb. 1. 1, 9. 3. 9. he that 
aſſumes Chriſt's Work, accuſes him to be Un- 
wiſe or Unfaithful. All Mens Devices in God's 
Worſhip he diſallows in hiszzd Commandment, 
as our Famous Catechiſm, and many learned 
Prelatiſts expound it. Images are named, as the 
groſſeſt Departure from the Rule of Worſhip 
preſcribed by God; but ſurely Proteſtants will 
not deny, that it bars others Devices, of which 
tis Diſparagement enough for the Great and 
Jealous God to ſay, J did not command them, 
vor came it in my mind, Jer. 7.30, 31.— 19. 4 
We 
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We the Diſciples and SubjeQs of Chriſt Jeſus 


are to keep his pure Inſtitutions, and adhere 


to his Orders: He knows vain Man, how prone 
he is to meddle beyond his Line, how preg. 
nant of Fooliſh Inventions. Idols are but Fruits 


of his Licentious Wit, Hof! 13. 2. with Rom. 


I, 22, 23. and not without ſpecious pretences ; 


but how can we think that God has left a Door 


now to Mens fond Conceits, who wovld not 
of old truſt his faithful Moſes to put a Nail or a 


I in his Tabernacle, without his preciſe Or- 


der? Himſelf hath enjoin'd what Rites he ſaw 
hr n New-Teſtament Worſhip, and limited 
us tg that Divine Rule: How elſe is it a Rule 


or a Boundary, if going beyond it is no Tranſ- 


preſſion ? Hence he juſtifies his Diſciples in re- 
fuſing Conformity to the moſt harmleſs Rites, 
when Religion was placed therein, Matth. 15, 
2, 2, 9. Mark 7. 3, 4. the Phariſees had decreed 


that Men ſhould waſh their Hands before Meat, 


or coming from a dirty Market, or from 


an ungodly Multitude. Was not that a de- 


cent, cleanly Ceremony? And they had Autho- 
rity too in that Church: But ſays Chriſt, Te tranſ- 


preſs God's Command by your tradition ? not con- 


tradicting or repealing, but going beyond, or 
adding to it. Proud Men will not keep within 
Bounds, They ſay, our plain Worſhip is too 
rude and bold ; and that the Ceremonies ren- 
der it decent; but Chriſt ſays, In ain do tbey 
worſhip me, teaching for Doctrines the Command- 
ments of Men : Let the commanding Church 


learn Subjection te Chriſt, and our Contro- 


B 2 verſie 
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verſie is over, Eph. 5.23, 24. But does not 


Chriſt himſelf teach us to hear and obey Men 
in Authority in the Church? Afatth. 23. 2, 3. 
The Scribes ſit in Moſes's Chair, &c. Auw. 
Does Chriſt contradict himſelf ? and does he 
not in that Context, v. 8, 9. require his Diſ- 
ciples to know no other Maſter in Religion but 
himſelf? What then means he in ver. 2? We 


anſwer plainly. 1 lt appears not that the Scribes 


and Phariſes were Church-Officers ; they. ſate 


in Hoſes s Chair, who was no Prieſt, but Law- 
giver, and King in Jeſhurun, a Civil Magiſtrate 
of God's own Choice, and a Judge, Exod. 18. 
13. Did he invent any Rites of Worſhip? To 


fit in his Chair, is to ſucceed in ſuch Office and 


Authority, as Joſhua and the 70 Elders did, 
V. 21, to 26. the Scribes fit ſo, therefore ſays 


* Chriſt, What they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and 


do, i e. Obey their lawful Commands, tho 
they be Wicked Men: (So Rom. 15.5.) but be- 
ware of the leaven, Matth. 16. 6. and Obey 
God rather, Acts 5. 29, Theſe Scribes were no 
Miniſters of the Jewiſh Church, at leaſt many 


of them were not Prieſts or Levites, but of 


other Tribes, as Nicodemus and Paul- And 


1 Chron, 2.55. they were a ſort of Lawyers and 


Rulers, and paid Tithes to the Prieſts ; yet, obey 


their juſt Commands : How remote is this from 
attending them as Miniſters, or obſerving their 


Traditions in Worſhip? In that Caſe, God 
ſaid of His Son alone, Hear bim; and ſurely, 
Chriſt doth not ſend us away to another Ma- 
ſter? This then does not prove, that any Au- 

mane 


not ( 19 ) 

wr 1 mane Authority may decree Religious Ceremo- 

) ** WF nies. | | 
yo. 2. Since God aboliſh'd his own Ceremonial 
IC. Law, Gal. 4. 9, we ſtrongly preſume, he never 
meant to Exchange it for Man's: He appointed 
We Water as a Sign in Baptiſm : Bread and ine in 
the Lord's Supper. And were it his Mind to 
have us uſe a Croſs too, a Word of his wou'd 
end all Diſputes about it. How exactly did he 
f preſcribe to /ſrael by Moſes, Exod. 25. 9, 40. 
| which he carefully obſerv'd, Exod, 39. 32, 42, 
43. 40. 16. Exek. 43. 10, 11. yet when 
theſe Rites became burdenſom and unprofita- 
ble, he brake that Yoke from the Neck of the 
New-Teſtament Church : Papiſts put on a Yoke 
of theirs, and is there not greater Reaſon that 
Reformers ſnou d aboliſh all thoſe impos'd Rites, 
which never had ſo Honourable an Original? 
Nor ever were of ſo good Uſe as the Moſaical ? 
When ſome Chriſtians would continue thoſe, 
Acts 15. 1, 10. the Apoſtles call it, an Intole- 
rable Yoke. When the Galatians affected ſuch 
Antiquated Rites, St. Paul demands, IWho be- 
witched them? Chap. 3. 1. I am aft aid of you,leaſt 
I have laboured in vain, cap. 4. 11. q. d: leaſt 
you fall from Chriſtianity, and return to Old 
Judaiſm, cap. 5.1. Stand faſt in your Freedom, 
and be not entangled again in the Toke of Bondage. 
Is there uo Danger leaſt ours relapſe into Ce- 
remonious Popery? Are our Ceremonies more 
profitable than God's? Or, ever the leſs a 
Yoke? We are perſwaded, if our Lord Jeſus 
pleas d to have his ſtil} bear ſuch a Yoke, him 
| B 3 ſelf 
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( 29.) 
himſelf would impoſe it as he did of Old. 


3. Allowing Mea todeviſe and impoſe ſome 
Ceremonies, we ſee not where to ſtop ; the 


Reaſons that ſupport our Three, will as well 


juſtifie 30 or 3co, for who bid the impoſers ſtop 
at three? We know ſome Zealots for theſe, 
have abundantly ſhewn their Mind for more of 
the Popiſh- Rites. | 

4. But moſt aſtoniſhing is their enforcing 


theſe by Canons and Cenſures, making them 


not only Terms of Communion with them, but 
(fo far as in them lies) of Salvation too, Can. 4. 
excommunicates us, ipſo facto, if we ſay there 
is any thing ſuperſtitious, or repugnant to Scrip- 
ture, in any part of the Common - Prayer Worſhip, 
Cannon 6. roars out as loud againſt all that 
think any of the Ceremonies ſuperſtitious. Can. 
10 paſſes the ſame dreadful Doom on us if we 
complain or groan, that Burdens are put upon 
us by any Orders of the Church of England : 
What is this but to fetch down all the Fire 
they can from Heaven, to conſume us to the 
loweſt Hell? Juſt ſo did Can. 5. of thoſe made 
under Charles I. 1640. damn all our Books to 
be burn'd, wherein we dare maintain any Opi- 
nion againſt the Prelatical Diſcipline or Go- 
vernment. We know the Fate of thoſe later 
Canons; but they were really made, and we 
know by what Authority; and it is to us a very 
great Preſumption againſt ſuch Canon- making 
Power in any Cburch. To determine Cir- 
camſtances bf our Solemn Worſhip, as Time, 
Place; Sc. is quite another thing than to in- 

11857 | q ſtitute 
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„ KW ſtitute Ceremonies, which were and are rea} 
me parts of Divine Worſhip, and ſeparable from 
the it ; and we ask, Where have Men more Autho- 
ell 1 rity to ordain any part of God's Worſhip, than 
# to appoint the whole ? When did Chriſt ſhare 
ſe, that Authority to them, or allow them to invade 
of his Province? Its peculiar to his Supream Ma- 
IF jeſty, infinitely Wiſe and Good, to appoint Sa- 


18 craments or Ceremonies, and he had done what 
m he thought fit in that matter; Its comely and 
1t modeſt that we reſt in his Inſtitutions, few and 
4. plain: our Additions cannot make them better, 
E what then are they good for? Do we not ſee 


how this Medling Wiſdom of Papiſts has deſor- 
med them? And how God reſents Mens auda- 
cious Intruſion into his Seat? Ezek. 43. 7, 8. 
& EFEarthly Kings are tender of their Prerogatives, 
D and ſhall not the moſt High God? 


Conſider we now the particular Ceremonies 
enjoin'd by our Common-Prayer-Book ; one or 
| other of which is affix'd to every Emineat Part 
of Publick Worſhip; and the Preface ta the 
Hook declares, that theſe Ceremonies ſerve for De- 
vout Order, and Godly Diſcipline, and are apt to 
ſtir up the dull Mind of Man to bis Duty to God, by 
ſome notable, ſpiritual ſignification whereby he may 
be edified. If Humane Ceremonies can do thus, 
what can God's Ordinances do more? yet he 
promiſeth not to bleſs any but his own, 


By Ceremonies we will preſ 2 the Book 
means, all ſuch Significant Ri Actions as 
B 4 are 
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are enjoin'd by the Rabrick, as the Surplice, the 
Croſs and Kneeling at the Lord's Table. 

1. The Surplice, which is a White Linen Gar- 
ment, which the Miniſter puts upon his Cloaths 
in Reading Common Prayer for Decency and 
Splendor, and Moral Signiſication of Purity 
within; without this, he may not do this Of- 
fice, as if that were undecent. So the King of 
Spain muſt preſent the Pope an Ambling White 
Nag, for Inveſtiture in the Kingdom of Naples, 
Decenter & ſummo cum Ornata ; 1. e. With all 
his fine Trappings; and ſo let him; but what 
have we to do with Aaron's Symbolical Veſt- 
ments, ſince his Prieſthood ceaſed ? We cannot 
uſe it in Faith, havifig no Word of God about 
It; nor can we think, why the Impoſers might 
not with as much Significancy command us to 
have always clean Gloves or Shoes, or to ſhave 
our Crowns, or at other Times to go barefoot, 
as others do. | | 

2. The Airy Croſs made on the Forehead in 
Baptiſm, is in Token that the Party be not aſba- 
med to confeſs Chriſt crucified, and thereby the 
Perſon is Dedicated to God, and obliged to be 
his; that's one End of a Sacrament ; and if a 
Sacrament be a Ville Sign of Inviſible Grace, 
is not this Croſs made ſo? But has the Church 
a Power to decree or make Sacraments too ? 
Ferus a Sober Papiſt, blames the Jews, that in the 
Paſſover, where God only bids them kill and eat 
a Lamb, they added a further Sign, 24z. the 
Diſmiſſing of a Priſoner, to repreſent their De- 
liverance out of Fr:, Mat. 27. 15. and * 

o 
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e not thus condem this Croſs? *Tis indeed 
do Sacrament True and Divine; for Men can 
Hake no Sacraments: But they can make Ima- 
Res of the true; elſe who made the five Popiſh 
B:craments ? And thus Men can make a God 
Soo. But of this Croſs we ſay. 1. What makes 
t more ſignificant in Baptiſm, than its Old 
Zompanions, Cream, Salt and Spittle ? 2. Add» 
Ing this to better the Ordinance, diſhonours 
End traduces Chriſt's plain Baptiſm as imper- 
ect without it. 3. It is made a Term of Church 
ommunion for us and our Children; for Pub- 
lick Baptiſm may not be adminiſtred without it. 
hriſt requires of us Faith and Repentance, 
ark 16. 16. Ads 2. 38, 59. that we and our 
hildren may be admitted of his Family ; bur 
Men ſuffer us not to Solemnize our Covenant 
ith God by Baptiſm, without this Croſs and 
odfathers. They ſhut the Door againſt them 
whom he lets in. Is not this to change his Fun- 

damental Laws? What could Diectrepbes do! 
more? 3 Ep. John , 10. 
3. Kneeling before the Bread and Wine in 
the Lord's Supper, is made another neceſſary 
Term of Communion; debarring pious Souls 
from this Goſpel Feaſt, who dare not for fear 
of Sin, conform to this Geſture, Were it recom- 
mended and left free, the Caſe were alter d; and 
as it is, ſome think they may ſubmit to it, in 
ſome Caſes ; them we muſt leave to their own 
3 Maſter ; but of this Rite we ſay, 

1. Chriſt our Maſter and Example, never 
commanded nor vſed it, but the common 
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Table Geſture; and it is wholly unknown tg 
the Apoſtles Writings,' and to pureſt Anti 
quity, and *tis unſuitable to the Nature of a 
Feaſt; The Eternal King who makes us rhiy 
Feaſt, is indeed very High and Adorable ; bug 
ſtoops here to a Friendly Familiarity with his 
Gueſts. John 13. 23. John lean'd on his Boſom 
not proſtrate at his Feet; and Sitting is uſed in 
ſome part of God's Worſhip, as Singing of 
Pſalms; wherein he is immediately Ador'd, and 
that by Conformiſts as well as Nonconformiſts,l 
without any ſuch Charge on either Side. 
2. Papiſts uſe and impoſe this as a Geſture off 
Adoring the Body of Chriſt, which they ſup - 
poſe to be there really preſent ; or the Bread 
and Wine to be Tranſubſtantiated: Proteſt ants p: 
abhor that Monſtrous Doctrine, and count their 
Practice grounded on it, to be Idolatry: No, 
ſay they, Vou are the Idolaters, who uſe a Po- 
ſture of Worſhip before meer Bread and Wine. 
And if it is not Gros Idolatry, *tis that which MC 
is uſually called Scandalous Idolatry; i. e. It Mi 
countenances and confirms others in Idolatry, 
by doing that without Need, corporally be- 
fore a meer Creature, which Idolaters do, up- 
on another Suppoſition : Ir caſts a Scandal be- 
fore the Unwary, and ſo renews in them the 
falſe Opinion of Chriſt's Corporal Preſence 
there; or elſe occaſions their thinking, that 
Adoration is due to the Conſecrated Elements: 
This Geſture being notoriouſly abuſed by Pa- 
piſts, and unwarrantably required of us in com- 
pliance with them, and on pretence to gain 
hk. them, 


C25) 


wn them; we muſt refuſe, till we can be convinc'd 
Anti Error; For what would Men of any Con- 
of 2Mience have us do elſe, while we ſincerely pro- 
thin, that only fear of Sin reſtrains us? Tis 


tor a Geſture lawful to ws, till our Doubts are 
moved; and were it lawful, *tis not neceſſary, 
"Wor expedient ; it gains no Papiſts but hardens 
Wem in Error, and occaſions their reproaching 
Ws as Idolaters. It's true, the Impoſers deny 
qe Idolatry ; for they ſay, we kneel not to the 
Elements, but before them; but their Kneeling 
s in relation to the Elements then conſecrated, 
ind not by meer Accident: In which caſe, to 
om before, and Bow to a Religious Object is the 
ame in Scripture-Phraſe, Exod. 20. 5. com- 
pard with 2 Sam. 7. 27. and 1 Chron. 17. 25. 
80 Mat. 4. 9. with Luke 4.7. ic ego wvnons d- 
Wmoy us. Where our Tranſlators tell us, To 
worſhip before the Devil, is to worſhip the Devil. 


ne. And is it Chriſtian-like to excommunicate 
ich WGodly People for this, as it they had no part 

It Hin Chriſt? Nay, to expoſe them moreover to 
ry, Wthe Scorn and Rage of Men; whilſt a Rabble 


de · Mof profane Wretches, hating and ſcoffing at 
Pp- WGodlineſs, come to the Lord's Table, if they'll 
c- Wpay their Offerings, and kneel, as Papiſts do. 

he Making this a Teſt of Perſons that ſhall bear 

ce WW Offices in the State, Civil or Military, is of ano- 
at ther Conſideration, which, tho' we don't ap- 

s: ¶ prove of, yet we paſs it by, as not concerning 
4 all in common. | = 

1- F 3. Our next Grievance is, Impoſing a Mi- 
n niſtry on the People by the Patron and AT 
With- 


— 
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without and againſt their own Conſent ; and 

theſe are too often very ignorant, vicious, un- 
worthy Perſons, on whoſe only Miniſtry we ne 
muſt depend, and commit to them the Care of Bill 
our Souls, and of Poſterity; this is a hard Chap-·¶ to 
ter indeed. All Men by Natural Right chooſe piſ 
their own Lawyers, Phyſicians, and entruſted Flo 
Friends. We claim but the ſame for our im- ©* 
mortal Souls. We read in Ezek. 33. 2. The * 7 
People of the Land took a Man, and ſet him as a &*: 
Watchman. And Ads 1.15, 22, 23. The Bre- = 
thren choſe two of their Company, of whom 1 ?? 
the Holy Ghoſt marked one to make the = 
Twelfth Apoſtle. Ad; 6. 3, 5. The Brethren, I. 
by good Direction, choſe Deacons to diſpenſe | 
the Church-ſtock, and Care for the Poor; and | 
are not we more concern d to chooſe our Pa- | fu 
ſtors? The People muſt freely chooſe or call, 


by the beſt Advice they can get : Nor yet may 5 
they impoſe on the Perſon choſen, but he in A 
like manner muſt frely conſent. 1 Pet. 5. 2. | 
If ſome People may be now injudicious to || *! 
chooſe their Miniſters ; did they not become 0 


ſo by and under others impoſed? This is really 
the High- way to deſtroy mutual Affection, to || ? 
make the People careleſs, and the Miniſters un- © 
eaſte, if not abhorred and uſeleſs; eſpecially, || | 
ſhould we add, what ſort of Perſons many Pa- 
trons will chooſe, and by what Acts their Pre- 
8 are too often gain'd, in a licentious | 

8 

The Miniſters thus impoſed, is but the Bi- 
ſhop's Curate or Vicarius; ſo in accepting him, 

we 


. 
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ye muſt own the Biſhop as Paſtor, and a Di- 
ſtinct Officer in the Church; exerciſing Lord- 
ſhip over Presbyters and People: That we cans 
not do this muſt be ſhewn by and by. The 
Biſhop or Paſtor, which Scripture teacheth us 
to honour in the Lord, is the Reſident Mi- 
niſter, who watcheth to guide and feed Chriſt's 
Flock with the pure Word, Sacraments, and 
Godly Diſcipline ; Phil. 1. 1. Acts, 20. 17, 28. 
1 Tbeſ. 5. 12. 1 Tim. 3. 2.—5. 17. Men of 
good Sufficiency, and proved Integrity, and 
thereby made Eminent, Conſpicuous and Ami- 
able to the People, who are to truſt and fol- 
low them. 2 Tim. 2. v. 2, 15, 22.—4, 2, 5. 
Men of ſound Doctrine, grave and exemplary 
Life; and we deſire that ſuch may enjoy the 
whole Power that Chriſt repoſed in them to 
fulfil their Miniſtry. Col. 4. 17. 

4. We greatly complain ot the Prelatical 
Church- Diſcipline. Chriſt placed Diſcipline as a 
Fence about his Church to preſerve godly Order, 
Pure Doctrine, and Holy Life; to prevent Cor- 
ruptions and Decays in theſe. We find it primi- 
tively exerciſed to reclaim the Scandalous, and 
defend the Sound of the Flock. 1 Cor. 5. 4, 
5, 7. 1 Tim, 1. 20, ſo Chriſt directs his Angels 
of the ſeven Churches, Rev, 2, and 3. It's too 
plaia in Apoſtolick Churches, how prone Men 
are to decline from the Purity and Power of Re- 
ligion. Now all Apoſtacy muſt be marked and 
reſiſted, principally by Miniſters, who are there- 
fore term'd Watchmen, Skhepberds, Keepers of the 
Fineyard, &c. and of that Power which Chriſt 

do 
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ä 
to that end committed to them, none may d 
prive them. But our Dioceſan Overſeer arn 
gates the ſole Power of Juriſdiction and Dif 
pline, which like ſtolen Goods, is loſt again 
his Chancellor, who by vertue of his Patent, u 
do what he pleaſeth in the Biſhop's Name af 
Preſence. Vid. Burnet's Life of Excellent B 
j del, Biſhop of Kilmore. o that in Trut 
| | our Governing Biſhop becomes a great Cyphe 
and can no more redreſs this Horrid Abuſe | 
of England, than others of that Order could | 
| the Council of Trent. Whatever be the Diſc 
pline, tis back'd and arm'd with Power, and v 
muſt ſubmit to it: But we ſay, 

I. This Church in her Commination ag ain 
Sinners, confeſſeth yearly, and hath done ſo: ſ 
| bove 100 Vears, that here's not the Godly Diſc 4 
1 pline there ought to be; yet will eſſay no bet 
! ter, when ſhe wants no Power: For, 

1 2. It's not pretended to be exercis'd ( 

| .Chriſtian Diſcipline ought to be) by Sori 
ture-Rules, known to the People, but by thi 
Roman, Civil and Canon-Laws, and the aforcYt: 
faid ſevere Canons of 1603. 

3. Tis manag'd in ' Un-ſpiritual Courts b 
no Officers of Chriſt, but profeſſed Civilians 
made Chancellors, &c. to whom Chriſt neve 
gave the Keys of his Kingdom; i. e. Power to; 

let in, and caſt out. ot 
; 4. The Ordinary Exerciſe of this Power Na 
molt partial and injurious to Godlineſs ; the 
beſt Chriſtians oft ſuffering the utmoſt Cenſures 
for very Trifles: Deliver'd to Satan for not 
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ingthe Arbitrary Perquilites of the Prieſt or 
erk, at Chriſtenings or Burials, or the Ex- 
bitant Fees of the Court; for not Croſſing 
eir Children in Baptiſm, not keeping Mens 
dlidays, &'c, Puritan Miniſters within the 
Purch ſometime felt this Weight; much more 
enters; but if perhaps any vicious were 
ought there, they could have any Favour for 
 $$92eJ-. Not to inſiſt on the further Nuſance 
Fe Miſiog from carrying Cauſes to 20, 40, 50 
14 <5 diſtance from the Places where Facts are 
Wmmitted, and the concern'd Perſons dwell, 
d into the Arches, from all England, where 
dor People cannot repair without intolera- 
e-Charge and Damage. Yet is there no way 
reform any Offender in this Church (as ſup- 
ſe the late Scandalous Biſhops of St. David's 
ad Aſaph) but theſe infamous Courts. Is 
dt this the Cauſe, that the Prelatical Miniſtry 
confeſſedly ſo bad in many Places ; and 
any Curates ſadly unworthy, in a Nation that 
largely provides to breed and ſupport its 
Miniſtry? Hence our late Archbiſhop, the 
iſhop of Cork, the Grave Author of the Whole 
ty of Man, with many more of that Church, 
d juſtly bewail the Decay of Chriſtian Piety in 
r Days. Hence is the Church profaned by 
candalons, Mixt Communion, Sacraments pro- 
ituted to the unworthy, yea, ſome ſuch have 
Jen ſhamefully forced thereco. But were the 
dmiaiſtration better, the very Canons wou'd 
e found impracticable, or intolerable, as we 
we often ſhewn. | 
Sach 
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Such Stumbling-blocks as theſe ate in 0 
way to Lay conformity, and drive us into ſep; 
rate Aſſemblies ; for which we are oft brands 
as curſed Schiſmaticks, and ſcarce in any hope 
Salvation. Were we really in this peril,and on 


0 Accuſers had any Charity and Pity, ſurely thi 
I wou'd end this Brawl by removing the Cavſ: 
| ſince they do not, we ſhall in a Word wipe o 
| that Reproach. We ſee them now mutual, 


| toſſing this Charge as freely at each other, 
0 Dr. Hody, Mr. Dodwell, &c. but we need no 
| make our Advantages of that Folly. 
if A Separation we own, but juſt and neceſlar 
it to keep a good Conſcience ; therefore deny th 
it Schiſm, even when the Law was againſt vs. And 
is now the Act of Liberty removes us from all co- 
1 lour of Diſobedience. It alters not the Matter 
| of Schiſm indeed; fo Mr. Norris has loſt his 
L. earned Pains from Suarez de Legibus, to fix this 
ll Charge upon us. Had we been Schiſmaticks be- 
[i | fore that Law, we remain ſo yet; and if they 
| that impoſe Preter-Evangelical Terms of Com- 
munion (which enforce the Breach ) were Schi/- 
maticks before, they are ſo ſtill, till they remove 
the Make-bates, and ceaſe their uncharitable 
Dealings with us. But can there be no ſuch Dit- 
ference, where neither Party are Schiſmaticks? 
 Schiſm in Scripture Account, ſeems to be an 
Uncharitable Alicnation of Chriſtians Hearts from 
each other, becauſe of their differing Lipprebenſiom 
about leſſer Things of Religion Whereas agree- 
ing in Eſſentials of Faith and Worſhip, they 
might and ſhould hold Loving Communionas 
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a Houſhold of Faith and Family of Love,Eph.4: 5,6. 
Bp. Stillingfleet's Iren. Mr. Hales, &c. confirm 

us in this Notion. Of which obſerve further, 
1. There may be Sch!ſm, or a Schiſmatical 
Spirit, working in a Church, where there is no 
Local Seceſſion ; Rom. 16. 17: ſo the Factious 
Sects at Corinth, 1 Cor. 1. 10, 11, —— 3.3, 4. 
Are there now no {uch Feuds and Parties in the 
Prelatical Church f agreeing in Conformity pre- 
ſerves from Schiſm, might not our agreeing in 
Chriſtianity with them, much rather preſerve us? 
2. There may be Separation from a Church 
without guilty Schiſm: So :the Proteſtants at 
God's Call came forth from Papery, becauſe of 
its incurable Corruptions and endleſs Impoſiti- 
ons, Kev. 18. 4. Dr. Hammond, in his Argu- 
ment againſt them, has taught us, That any 
Impoſition of what is, or is thought to be ſin- 
ful in any Communion, will juſtify a Departure 
from it. Vid. Of Schiſm, Cap. 2. Sect. 5. 8, 9, 
10, 11. he ſays, We muſt not at all adventure 
on Sin, not the leaſt ſuſpected Sin; and yet we 
* muſt ſolemnly worſhip God. Where can that 

be, in our Caſe, but in Separate Communions ? 
 Schiſm ſtands oppoſite to Church-Unity and 
Peace, which we ſtrive to preſerve ( as much 
as in us lies) by all Chriſt's Methods. Now 
that Unity conſiſts not in Things Extrinſecal 
or Accidental to the Church, as Uniformity 
of Kites and Ceremonies, which the 39 Articles 
declare, are variable in ſundty Times and Na- 
tions. The Catholick Church is Cætas Fideliam. 
A Company of Perſons Evangeliz'd, who come 
95 C from 


32 
from the Unclean, cleave to Chriſt by Faith, 
and ſo are built on him as their Foundation, 
Eph. 2. 18, to 22.— 3, 17. 1 Pet. 2. 6, choo- j 
ſing God in Chriſt to be their Portion, and truſt- 
ing Chriſt jeſus as Captain of their Salvation: 
United alſo to each other in a Body by Love, 
\ which is the Bond of Perfectneſs and Peace; 
j being to that End wrought in the Hearts of 
Believers by one Spirit, Gal. 5. 22. On theſe 
two great Commandments depends Chriſt's 
Honour in this World, and the Edification of 
his Body the Church, John 13. 15. 1 John 3. 23. 
and 4. 20. Union to Chriſt our Head by Faith, 
and to his Body by active Love, are of iafi- 
nitely greater Concern than local Union and 
Uniformity : We by the Grace of Chriſt, re- 
ceive and build on him by Faith for Salvation: 
We labour that our Faith work by Love to 
him and all his; we delight to ſerve his Diſci- 
ples ; and as we have Opportunity, rejoice to 
hold Communion with them, fo far as we can 
to Edification,and without Sin. But muſt we 
diſobey Chriſt's Orders, to promote Mens Uni- 
formity ? They force us into diſtinct A ſſem- 
| blies for Worſhip, by unwarranted Impoſitions. 
Th While we do this without a Canker'd, Factious 
Mind, and are ready to coaleſce upon Chriſt's 
Terms,we fear not his charging us with Schiſm. 
Let it but be granted us (as ſurely it muſt) 
that Chriſt the Lord and Head of his Church 
muſt judge who ſhall be Members, and: on what 
Terms ; it we diſpute any Terms of his, let 
us bear the Shame and Guilt of . 
4 Body. 
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Body: But as Imperious Men frame the Terms 
of Communion, we are only liable to their in- 
judicious Clamour. 

More weak and pitiable yet are they, that 
count our Aſſemblies Schiſmarical, becauſe the 
places wherein we hold them were not Conſe- 
crated, as theirs ; and thereupon diſguſt our 
Worſhip. Truly their Places have been pollu- 
ted more than ours, if Idolatry formerly there- 
in practis d, could pollute a Place. Yea, and 
ours. are as truly Conſecrated as theirs can be, 
23. abating the Popiſh Rites they retain in that par- 
ith, W ticular. Sometimes by hard Neceſſity we held 
afi- WY our Aſſemblies in Deſarts, in Barns, or ſuch 
ind other Tabernacles as could be had; and do 
re- not all Men know the Cauſe ? And that Jeſus 
n: Chriſt and his Apoſtles,and Primitive Churches 
to did, and muſt do the ſame ? This was not our 
ſci- Choice: We love not to dwell in Ceiled 
to Houſes and Cedar, while God's Ark dwells in 
an BY Curtains. We freely allow Houſes peculiar to 
ve || God's Worſhip, call them Synagogues, Temples, 
li- Churches, Meeting- Houſes, or what you will: 
n- | Burt we mult deny that any Place oc Walls are 
Ss. now Holy, as once the Typical Temple was. 
us John. 4. 21, 23. 1 Tim 2. 8. We provide the 
'S moſt decent Accommodations we can for God's 
n. Ordinances,and ſeparate theſe Houſes from ſor- 
) | didUſes; and the Moſt High diſdains not to 
h Meet us there. But were We and our Accu- 
l ſers Perſonally more Holy and Wiſe; we 
c ſhould be leſs fond of this or that diſtinguiſh'd. 
$ Place, which can add no Sanctity to our Actions. 
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( 34. 
II. Of that further Conformity required of 
Miniſters, as ſuch. TREES 
Here alſo we muſt ſhew, 1. What is requi- 
red of us in Order to the Miniſtry. 2. Why 
we comply not. e 3h | 
The Conformity required of Miniſters, is, 
1. To Exerciſe divers Miniſterial Offices by MP! 
preſcribed Forms, and therein to ſuppreſs the a 
Uſe of our Miniſterial Gifts, or Talents, all Wal 
our Days; as in the great Work of Publick Wat 
Prayer and Adminiſtration of Sacraments. We 0 
cannot thus oblige our ſelves to Humane Forms; d 
for we muſt humbly own, that from the Boun- 7 
ty of our Lord Jeſus, we have receiv'd a ſmall I ſ⸗ 
Meaſure of that Gift of Chriſt, ' Rom. 12.6. Bt 
Pet. 4. 10, 11. 1 Cor. 12. 7. ſomewhat more Ih 
than a Skill to Read; and muſt we not ſtir up | © 
the Gift of God, 2 Tim. 1.6. trading with our It 
One Talent? Vet Canon 36. requires us to uſe I V 
that Form of Publick Prayer contain'd in the If ": 
Book, and None other, Whatever they except e 
againſt Free Prayer, will conclude as ſtrongly “ 
againſt Free-Sermons too; i. e. A Poſſiblility I. 
and Fear of undecent and unſafe Expreſſions ; It 
or of Diſcord in Matter. Some Credulous Men 1 
have dreamt, that Jeſwites among us have abet- || 
ted this our Practice, who would hardly bear || / 
to be better inform d; but that the whole Pre- 
tence is filly and groundleſs, hath been lately || 
ſhewn. 4+. 0 | 
2. We muſt quit a great part of our Office || | 
and Authority receiv'd from Chriſt, to the 
Lord Biſnop, and ſwear Canonical Obedience 
; "_ . ; ro 
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o him, and be ſubject to the Spiritual Courts. 
Now we dare not accept this Half-Miniſtry, 
nor acknowledge the Bifhop as a Superior Ot- 
Hier, who reſerves all juriſdiction and Diſci- 


a Miniſtry fo curtail'd ; and the Parts thereof 


all Ware ſo dependent, that we ſee not how we can 
ick Wattain the Ends of Doctrine and Worſhip, with- 
Ve out Diſcipline alſo, to fulfil our Miniſtry ; nor 
ns; dare we ſwear Obedience to the Biſhop, as if 


1n- Presbyters were his Subjects and Vaſlals. It's 


all MW ſaid, That this is intended only Ju Licitis & 
6. Honeſtis; but then the Biſhop muſt be Judge in 
Tre his own Cauſe, what is Lawful and Honeſt to 
up command; elſe the Clergy ſwear to juſt no- 


ur thing. But the Radical Grievance here, is the. 


ſe very Office of a Prelatical Biſhop, and the Hie- 
he rarchy depending therein. The Common-Pray- 


pt || er-Book reduceth all Miniſters to Biſhops and 


ly | Crrates; the Biſhops (who are but 26 in Eng- 
ty land, and Half-one in the Jfle of Man) being 
the only Paſtors of near 10000 Pariſhes, and 
n the Incumbents are their Curates. But the Book 
t- | of Ordering Prieſts and Deacons, ſays, Chriſt in- 
r || ſfituted three Orders in bis Church, Biſhops, Prieſts 
>- | and Deacons, In God's Word we read but of 
two, Phil. 1.1. 1 Tim. 3. 1, 8. Biſhops and Dea- 
cons. The Biſhop or Paſtor careth for Souls, by 
Diſpenſiag the Word, Cc. and the Deacon 
ſerves Tables. AGss6. 3. 
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i. e. A Probationer for the Prieſtaood ; and 


C19 every 


pline to himſelf. Chriſt Jeſus calls no Man to 


| 
| 
| 
| 


But, 1. Our Liturgy-Deacon is another 
Creature : The Firſt Degree in. Holy Orders.” 
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# 3 
every Miniſter is firſt Ordain'd a Deacon, of 
8 whatever Years and Gravity he be; as for In- 
| | \ ſtance, George Keith, the laſt Year, when about 
hl | the Age of 70. This Deacon is Ordain'd by 
I the Biſhop, to Read Divine Service, to Baptize 


2 2. 
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and Bury; and with ſpecial Licence, to Preach 
too. But ſuch a Deacon being no Officer of 
Chriſt's own Creating in his Rouſe, we know 
hens nor. 40 
. 2. The Prelate aſſuming to be of a Superior 
if | Order over Presbyters, was unſcriptural inthe 
Papacy, and can be no better for getting a Pro- 
teſtant Name. That the College of Presbyters in 
| a Church, anciently choſe among themſelves 
it a Grave Preſident for Orders ſake, we neither 
If} deny, nor ſcruple; and if a Prince will confer 
thi on him Dignities and Revenues, we diſpute not 
that : But this Lorded Presbyter will now have 
ſole Power of Ordination and juriſdiction with- 
in his Dioceſs, which may contain 2, 3, or 400 
Pariſhes, and ſo many Curates ; him the Scrip- 
ture knows not: No Presby ters (he ſays) may 
Ordain or Conſecrate him to his Office, but he 
ordains all them; yea, re-ordains any that were 
ordain'd by meer Presby ters, as if that Act were 
null; and then reſtrains them from exerciſing 
the Office conferr d without his futther Licence. 
He ſuſpends and ſilences Parochial Miniſters at 
his Pleaſure; and if there be in Spiritual Courts 
any Remedy for the Grieved, few can come at 
it, and very hardly. This is Lordly enough. 
He or his Chancellor excommunicates ſuch as 
the proper Ire imbent thinks not — | 
. 8 at 
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that high Cenſure; yet muſt the Paſtor pro- 
nounce the Sentence ; and by the ſame Order, 
reſtore to Communion ſuch ofwhoſe repentance 
he has no other Proof, Abuſes, its true, may 
happen in all Hands; but here the very Office 
is a Nuſance, and what Good then can we ex- 
pect by its beſt Adminiſtration? We find 
Themſelves little agree about the Office. Some 
Learned Doctors, as Hammond, & c. affirm, that 
the Scripture. Elder, or Presbyter and Biſhop 
are the ſame; and there was no Subordinate 
Presbyter till Chriſtians multiply; d. Others 
ſay, Our Superiour Biſhop is not found in Scrip- 
ture but only the Prieſt or Presbyter. So hard 
it is to find both there. Either the Biſhop. made 
the Prieſts, or the Prieſts made the Biſhop; but 
Chriſt did not make both: The Biſhop of his 
creating, is the Paſtor over- ſeeing the Flock, 
Acts 20.17,18,28,35, Tit. 1.5, 6, 7, Him we 
always honour : But an Officer that Chriſt ap-_ 
pointed not, how can we receive in his Name? 
There are alſo prudential Pleas for this Order 
of Miniſters,viz.to preſerve a Worthy, Honou- 
rable Miniſtry, by Greater Wiſdom in Ordina- 
tions and Inductions, and to manage Diſci- 
pline better than every Presbyter can, Theſe 
Ends we like, but would purſue them by Di- 
vine Means; and as we could not expect, fo 
de facdo, we find not that the Biſhop's Juriſ- 
diction and ſole Power of Ordaining, ſecures 
us an Able, Godly Miniftry, or a Vertuous 
people: Nor has it preſerv'd Good Doctrine 
in this Land. That of the 39 Articles aa 


C 4 


enjoins Subſcription, To avoid Ambiguitites ? 


did then currently expound them, and rejected 


dination? Or why muſt we, by aecepting His, 
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bed by all, is commonly deſerted and oppo- 
ſed ; and 2 Biſhop now repreſents them ot ſo 
ambiguous Senſe, that one knows not what they 
can ſerve for. Did he forget that Can. 5. de- 
clares, They were agreed to by the whole Clerpy 
to avoid diverſity of Opinions? And that Can. 36. 


Or that our Act of Uniformity affirms the 
ſame? And when the Clergy began to Armi- 
nianize, a Parliament in 1628,did claim, proteſt, 
and allow for Truth, thoſe Articles in their Anti- 
Arminian Senſe, as the Doctors of the Church 


any other Senſe of them. Vid. Ruſhworth's Col- 
leck. Vol. 1. 650. If we may judge by Events, Ick 
this is an Uſeleſs Order of Men: But the Per- RP 
ſonal Merits of divers Biſhops, we heartily ac- jo 
knowledge and rejoice in, both former and Ft! 
latter. C 

As to the Biſhop's ſole Power of Ordaining Ih 
Miniſters, we conſtantly deny it; and being | 
Scripturally ordain'd by Presbyters (the Peo- 
ple who choſe and call'd us, concurring by 
Faſting and Prayer) we cannot conſent to be 
re-ordain'd by any Biſhop; who may be Emi- 
nent and Venerable for his Gravity, Wiſdom, 
c. yet as to his Order, he is but a Presbyter 
and by Chriſt's Authority in Scriputre, can be 
no more. What then can he add to our Or- 
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renounce our Own as unſcriptural and null ? 
And this contrary to the Judgment and Practice 


of moſt, or all other Rformed Churches? This 


were 
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ere to ſay, that hitherto we were no Lawful 
iniſters, and all our paſt Acts. and Admini- 
rations, invalid ; and our Baptiſm no Bap- 
iſm, unleſs Lay-men may baptize, which the 


ery Moommon-Prayer-Book once allow'd, but now 
35. Fondemns, being reform'd in that Point, by 
es Hing James I. We ſee what Mr. Dodwell and 
the NLeſh ſo fiercely drive at, to Paganize vs all 

'- for want of a Prelate's Conſecrating Hands, 


and ſhall not here touch their Arguments; but 
it's ſcarce a Century yet, ſince ſome Zealous 
Prelates were more Wiſe and Charitable to us 
and Foreign Churches. This new Stroke to 
- Raggrandize their Order, does more betray Un- 
ts, chriſtian Pride, than invite our Submiſſion to the 
r= Prelate as ſuch ; or to his Chancellor, whom we 
ce judge an Intruder, and to have no Rightful Au- 
d ; thority over Chriſt's Miniſters, unleſs he were a 

Civil Magiſtrate, which he pretends not : And if 
g he were, Church Diſcipline belongs not to him as 
g ſoch; nor ought the Presbyters to be robb'd of it. 
- 3. Under this Hierachy we muſt come into 
y | Paſtoral Charge, by the Patron's Choice ; for 
> | very few are choſen by the People. This bodes 
ill. We cannot think, that any Patron or Bi- 
ſhop, jointly or ſevcrally, may impoſe a Mini- 
ſter on any Church of Chriſt, without their 
Choice, Sometimes a good Miniſter may chance 
to come in this Way; and a worſe may gain a 
popular Vote: A very Judas may ſo ; ſuch is 
the Fate of all Humane Affairs. But it's far ea- 
ſier for ſuch a Man to get a ſingle Vote; and 
the Patron being often one of the Pariſh, could 
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not be hurt, by conſulting others Contentme: 
with his own. Be it ſo, that the Patron is Wi 
and Good; tis not always ſo : The Advowſd 
may fall to a Weak Woman, an Infant, an Idiot 
And however, Mens Natural and Spiritu 
Rights in Societies are to be: preſerved, au 
Chriſt's Inſtitution herein to be honoured, wh 
gives his People Liberty amd Charge to ſeek ani 
chooſe for themſelves Miniſters ſo qualified a 
his Word direts, whoſe Conduct they ma] 
chearfolly truſt : This his Grant is founded it 
manifold good Reaſons, and aptly ſerves th N. 
— Ends of the Miniſtry ; therefore wi 

umbly aſſert and maintain our Right to chook 
our own Spiritual Guides and Keepers. 


. con 
4. It was required of us, Auguſt 24. 1662. in gt 
Order to keep our Places, to declare thus, th 


IA, B. do Declare my unfeigned Aſſent and 
Conſent to all and every thing cent ain d in the Boot (c: 
of Common- Prayer, and Adminiſtratien of Sacra- 
ments according to the Uſe of the Church of Eng- 
land, Cc. Alſo I A. B. Declare, that it is not law- 
ful on any pretenee whatſoever, to take up Arms a- 
gainſt the King; and that I do abhor that traiterous 
Poſition of taking up Arms by the King's Authority \ 
againſt his Perſon, or any commiſſion d by bim ; and 
tbat I will confirm to the Liturgy of the Church of | 
England, as nom Eſtabliſh*d by Law. And I De- 
clare, that I do hold, there lies no Obligation on me, 

or any other Perſon, from the Oath commonly call'd 
The Solemn League and Covenant, . 
endeavour any Alteration of Government in Church 
ar State; and. that the ſame was in it ſelf an 
A oſs HH e 


——— 


(41 ) 
Lawful Oath, and impoſed on the Subjects of this 
alm ag ainſt the known Laws and Liberties of 
s Kingdom. be. 
This Declaration of Aſſent and Conſent was 


ſo to be ſubſcribed in Preſence of the Ordi- 


| ary, being required both by the Law and 


anon. The Compilers known Deſign therein, 
ras to thruſt us out of the Miniſtry; for in 


What, they deſire not our Help, tho? they vio- 


ently charge us to conform as Lay- men: There- 
ore framed the Terms of Admiſſion to the 
Miniſtry ſo as to exclude us, and oblige all to 
attend their own Miniſtry alone. That Vacan- 
ies were made by our Nonconformity, is ac- 
cording to their Wiſh ; ſo we attempt not to 
ſatisfie them therein, but you the Good People 
that valued our Labours and lamented our Si- 
lence; and have under all Diſadvantages and 
Calumnies adhered ſtill to our Miniſtry. Know 
ye therefore, that we did not deſpiſe that Ho- 
nourable Service of our Lord, nor deſert it for 
a Trifle, as is aforeſhewn. As it belongs to him 
to make the Terms of Chriſtian Communion, 
ſo he whoſe Servants we are, muſt aſſign us our 
Work, and appoint the Terms of Co-opta- 
tion into his Service; and he has no where im- 
poſed ſuch Terms as the Act of Uniformity 
doth. The Common-Prayer Book came not ovt 
of the Preſs one Week before the 24th. of Au- 
guſt, 1662. by which Day every Incumbent was 
to declare his Aſſent to it, in his Pariſh, which 
moſt did blindly enough, becauſe it was impoſ- 
ſible that a Tenth of them ſhould then have ſeen 


(42). 
The other Declaration hath Two Parts. 
1. That againſt Taking up Arms: Whig 
(contrary to the Deſign of the Act of Obj 
Vion) renews the Queſtion about the Old G 
vil War, caſting all the Blood at the Parli 
ment's Door; and forces every Miniſter u 
jadge in a Cauſe, which he is not bound to un 
derſtand. MarvelJovs is the Treatment w. 
had for ſcrupling this, in the County of Devon, 
by an Order of Seſſions, 1683. which the Noi 
table Biſhop commanded to be read in all his 
Pariſhes to inflame the Mob againſt us all, a 
moſt pernicious Rogues. Be it ſo, that that 
Rare Biſhop Lamplugh and his Gentry, did 
throughly penetrate all the Secrets of Stateſ. 
men in thoſe Times; is it not unreaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, every Miniſter could dive into foch 
Matters? and to make them Conditions of en- Net 
tering the Miniſtry ? The Parliament profeſs'd Bra 
to take Arms in Defence of the Peoples Rights tt 
invaded (and a Parliament will know their ti 
own Power, when we and tke Impoſers | 
have ſaid all we can.) If they had no Right b 
to do fo, let the Politicians argue that; it 
belongs not to Us, Muſt Chriſt have no Mi- 
niſters of his Kiagdom, unleſs they'll engage to 
ſerve the Private Deligns of a prevailing Facti- 
on in the Civil State? We have lived to ſee 
fome that impoſed that Miſchievous Oath on 
us, glad to act contrary to it, in reſiſting the 
late King Famess Commiſſion at our Happy 
Revolption. - Experience will teach whom no- 
thing elſe can, We dare appeal now to them- 
| ſelves; 
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res, if *ris'not a Betraying of our Lives, Li- 
ties and Poſterity, to aſſert, That it is not 
pful on any pretence whatſoever to take up Arms 
ainſt any commiſſioned by any King, What! 
pt if the King he a Bigotted, Bloody Papiſt, 
d will commiſſion - French Dragoons, or o- 
er Foreign Cut throats to butcher his Prote- 
ant Subjects, as in divers Jriſh Rebellions ? or 
the Soldiers of Chriſtians Il. King of Den- 


- Wark, did at Stockholm, An. Dom. 1520, be- 
01 WFanſe Sueden was at that time interdicted by the 
No- Pope? And have we not now another Abdi- 
bi ating and Abdicated King abroad, ready to 
N » ommiſhon a Spamſh or French Invincible Ar- 
ado? . » ; | 


2. Of Renouncing the Covenant, which is 
eas'd ſince the Year 1682. ſo we need not 
to now ſpeak to that; but to ſome of us who took 
ich Mit, as judg'd neceſſary at that time, this was a 
u. Fereat Stumbling- block. In Scotland the Sove- 
d Fraige and Subjects deliberately ſwore to it; and 
& Fthe Deſign it avowed, was a Regular Reforma- 
ir tion by Scripture Authority. 
That Deſign is certainly good: Reformation 
by Scripture-Rules will always be a Duty, ſo 
long as Scripture is good, and is a Rule. An 
* | Apoſtle may be rebuked and reſiſted in his De- 
| viations, Gal. 2 11, 25. and why not a Prelate? 
No Church in this World is ſo abſolutely per- 
fect as never to need Amendment in any Point; 
much leſs this Prelatical Church which Cees 
it wants a Godly Diſcipline ;, and in which di- 
vers Worthy Men have zlways groaned for 
Ameud- 
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Amendments. Now where there is need of! 
forming; it muſt be ſome Body's Daty ; a 
uſually that Work is hard and croſs to t 
Stream of the Times; ſo that Men need to 
excited to it; and in Matters of Religion no 
can be more obliged to reform than Miniſte 
Yet this Deſign muſt we renounce by Solen 
Oath, which in ns would be horrid Perju 
A ſhort Way to ſettle Prelacy indeed; . 
| ſwear, There lies no Obligation on me, or 
other Perſon by the ſaid Oith, to endeavour « 


Alteration, &c. What, not when there is palp 


ble Need? Not in the way of our Callings 
What, not by Prayer to God, nor by humb 


Petition to Rulers ? What, not in a fair Con- 


vocation, nor in the Parliament Houſe ? What, 
Is this Church infallible too? Elſe can it ever 
be valawful to reform it peaceably according 
to God's Word, and the Examples of beſt Re- 


form'd ? Yea, it cannot but be all Men's Duty| 


by Vertue of their Allegiance to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and their Baptiſmal Bonds; and by the 2d. Com- 
mand ment. But if any of us did think it an 
Error, that the Covenant was impoſed or taken, 
how can we declare, that To every Perſon it was 
«lawful end unobliging? What Reaſon, what 
Senſe is it for us to renounce it for all others, 
even thoſe of another Kingdom, living uader 
a diſtin Parliament and Laws? How ighu- 
mane. it looks to ejet Men and their Fami- 


lies from Houſe and Home, for not determi- 


ning what other Men may do! How uarigh- 
teous and unreaſ®nable to make thoſe things, 
1 Con- 


| | 4 
of alWnditions of Miniſtry ! It hath indeed a Clauſe 
ainſt Prelacy, for which we wonder not, that 
h abhor it ; and it is not for us to repeat the 
ſtory of the Prelates before and about that 
ime, which might occaſion that Clauſe. They 
at will, may read the Hiſtory of the Star- 
amber, and the Eſſays of Reconciliation to 
ome... In ſuch Paroxiſms it's common to run 
to Extreams. But this Abjuration was hard 
pon us, becauſe [mpartial Men always judge 
ſolemn Oath, to bind ſtrongly in Matters not 
inful in their own Nature; as that of the El- 
ers of 1ſrae} to: the Gibeonites, Joſh. 9. their 
Poſterity were ſmartly puniſh'd for King Sau/s 


* 
7 7 


Jon. iolating that Oath, 2 Sam. 21. 1, 2, 3. 
hat. You ſee the inſuperable Diffigulties caſt in the 
erer Way of continuing in our Parflh Churches, and 


hat Neceſſity was laid upbn us to pay our 


lin 
Re ows to God, by miniſtrigg to you when and 
uty where we could: Woe uxto us if we preach 


not the Goſpel, while hungry Souls crave it of 
us, tho? ſome will ſay, Woe to us, if we do 4 
au Four. Lord has taught us to count the Colt. 

en The Caſe of Miniſters raiſed ſince that time, 
24; differs from ours, ia this, that they are not ob- 
lat liged now to renounce the Covenant, which 
rs, they never took; but in other Impoſitions, 'tis 
ler ¶ the ſame ; ſo that having the ſame Perſwaſion of 
u- Church-Government, Diſcipline and Cere- 
1i- | monies, they cannot be receiv'd into - Pariſh 
Churches. We know full well our Accuſers will 
n- ſee no need of our Meetings or Miniſtry ; yet 
„it is Notorious, our Nation is populous enough 
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to fill their Temples and ours; and in mat 
Pariſhes, if the People had not our Miniſtry, 
they muſt have none. And why do they ng 
rather cry, Come in and help us againſt a To 
rent of Ignorance, Error and [mpiety that pollut 
the Land? In which they ſee little left of thi 
Power of Godlineſs; and will they never thin 
of any way to retrieve it, but perſecuting us 
May they not obſerve ſome good Fruit of our 
Miniſtry, both in preſerving Sound Faith and 
Catholick Love, even to our Troublers ? We 
dare not damn them, as their Canon damns us 
all, *cillthe Curate for a Charming Reaſon, ab- 
folves us when dead. Oh, that Paſſion and 
Prejudice might not ſtill hold our Eyes from 
ſeeing in this our Day, the Things of our 
Peace! l i 0 
One Thing we find, Sean offends out 
Neighbours; that we endeavour to raiſe a Suc- 
ceſſion of Miaf(ters to our Diſſenting Congre- lt \ 
gations. But will they hear us alittle? a 
: 1, Do not they ſo provide for Their People? 
Many of ours are Seals to our Miniſtry: God 
made us Spiritual Fathers to them by the Go- 
ſpel; and it's unnatural to take no Care to 
breed up our own Children. If we will be 
honeſt and true to any Principles, we muſt 
teach our Families and Hearers the Way of 
the Lord's Statutes : We hope, none would 
have us ſeek Mens Peace by profaning our Fa- 
milies, and ſuppreſſing the Bible therein. If 
hereupon they ſee Cauſe of Diſſenting as we, 
muſt they have no Miailtrv ? bes 
2. ING 
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2. The Parochial Communion is not yet 
nuch commended to them, by the Purity of its 
embers, nor by any known Repentance of 
heir perſecuting ns unto Fines, Priſons, Exile 
nd Beggary : A Frenzy, which the lare Vene- 


Fable Archbiſhop publickly bewail d; and which 


Biſhop Stilling fleet at laſt laid at the Papiſts 
dors, after he had ſo much help'd it on, by 
is Book of Dialogues, and his moſt unſeaſona- 
fle Sermon of the Miſchief of Separation, turn- 
ing the Stream of the Nation's Zeal againſt Po- 
piſh Confptrators at that time, to act directly 
againſt the declared Senſe of divers Parliaments, 
even that which enacted divers Laws againſt us, 
But does any Body think, that our fitting with 
malignant Perſecutors and profane (contrary 
to 1 Cor. 5. 11.) will be a Communion of Saints? 
And will they not allow us to ſee and feel 
what they are ſtill driving at ?,, They promis'd 
in Diſtreſs, to come to a Dae Temper towards us; 
and one would think it high time. At leaſt that 
our Modern Biſhops would not dip their Pens 
in Gall, to reproach us without cauſe, as divers 
have done. | 
3. We are Mortal Men, and are Debtors to 
Poſterity : Our People will ſoon want other 
Inſpection and Help; being uaſatisfied and un- 
ſafe in many Parochial Miniſters: Some inſuffi- 
cient, ſome infamous for their Doctrine and 
Morals : And muſt not we help them to the beſt 
we can? as required, 2 Tim. 2. 2. Tis with 
very great Diſadvantage in Education, and un- 
der grievous Diſcouragements that we train up 
D any. 
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any. Reaſonable Men will conſider this ; bu 
Conſcience to God and Men obligeth us to d 
our beſt. And if our Brethren had indeed r. 
ther have our Company and Miniſtry in thei 
Churches, they may open the Doors, and Ie 
Chriſt's Terms of Communion take place: But 
for us to come in, as the Terms of Communioi 
yet ſtand, is to belye our Judgment and Con- 
ſciences, to diſparage the further Reformation 
we attained, to engage againſt all Progreſs in 
Reformation, to the great Prejudice of Poſte- 
rity, and ſo provoke God againſt the Land by 
our Backſliding; which God forbid. we 
To report what Uſage we have met withal, I pe 
in peaceable refuſing to ſubmit to the meer I an 
Wills of Men in the Houſe of our God, by Ser- I nc 
mons and other Prints, by Laws and Execution B 
of Laws, and forging of Sham-Plots to procure I Pe 
Laws againſt the Innocent, is a mournful and I as 
ungrateful Theme; and we paſs it by. But In. 
becauſe ſome may fancy we procured all this 5 
Severity by turbulent Behaviour, we'll add a 1 C 
little Taſte of the Hiſtory of our Nonconfor- In 
milky. [ 
When that Excellent Prince, Edw. 6. firſt | \ 
ſettled our Liturgy, divers who had fled beyond Iv 
Sea upon the Six Articles, and ſaw the more If 
Reformed Churches in Germany and Switzer- I 
land lamented the Imperfectneſs of our Refor- || « 
mation, Coverd'e, Hooper, &c. preſſed on || | 
to quit the Ceremonies, Veſtments, &c, but 
Cranmer and Ridley ſtifiy defended them, and 
fear'd popular Tamults, had they 3 
ur- 
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urther at that time. The King himſelf could 
dot prevail with Ridley, to bear with the Diſ- 
ent of ſo good a Man as Hooper, till Queen 
Mary's Priſon convinc'd him of that Error : 
dee his Letter to Hooper confeſſing his Weak- 
eſs. Thus began the Impoſers with Severity, 
and the Nonconformiſts with Suffering. Dr. Cox 
even in Exile at Frankford, treated his Fellows 
no better. When Queen Elixabeth came to the 
Throne, the Reliques of Popery being ſtill ur- 
ged, many were diſſatisfy d in the Church, and 
were called Puritans. Archbiſhop Whitgift ſuſ- 
pended ſome ſuch Miniſters, Eminent for Piety 
and Learning, Lord Treaſurer Burleigh could 
no way ſoften him. See their Printed Letters. 
Biſhop Barnet confeſſes the Queen's Stiffnefs for 
Pompons Ceremonies in Worſhip. Such Biſhops 
as Grindal, Jewel, &c. returning fiom Exile, could 
not move her to abate the Clergy Habits. In her 
5th. Year, a Major Vote of the lower Houſe of 
Convocation, paſs d againſt urging upon the Mi- 
niſters Subſcription to the Ceremonies : Many 
Lords of her Council preſs'd the Biſhops to 


Moderation; The Houſe of Commons paſs d fa- 


vourable Bills; but the Archbiſhop's Heat fru- 
ſtrated all: Then many Learned and Godly Mi- 
niſters were ſilenced and deprived, the Nation 
diſtracted, Papiſts grew bold, Learned Mr. Cart- 
wrizht impriſon'd, Mr. V. Travers Maſter of the 
Temple ſilenc'd; Mr. Udale for Writing againſt 
Male-adminiftration of Churchmen, was ſen - 
tenced to dye, and in Priſon did dye: Difſenters 
humbly petition'd, but Biſhops ſhew'd no mercy: 

| D 2 Then 
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Then came our Scotti/h King, who in hi; 
own Country, calld our Liturgy 1-mumbled- 
Maſſe, and left his Presbyters with all Aſſurance | 
to preſerve their Ancient Diſcipline; but when Nye. 
our Biſhops had tutor'd him, grew bitter agaiuſt 
the Puritans, reſolving to extirpate them: See 
the Infamous Life and Palinodia of Patrick Adam- MA! 
fon, his Archbiſhop, of St. Andrews, and the fai 
Hampton-Court Conference; occaſion'd by a I ht 
Petition of 750 Miniſters for further Reforma-¶ co 
tion, but eluded by the Biſhop's Importunity. 
Diſſeaters waited, and prayed, and pleaded for 
Reformation, in hope the Prelates would come 
to a Temper; but they are inflexible. Unhap- 
Py Charles the Hirſt danced to their Pipe, till he 
and the Nation felt the Miſchiefs of it. His 
Archbiſhop Laud and many Others, then de- 
clared their Inclinations to make Terms with 
Rome, but drove the Puritans into American 
Deſarts. All the Supplications of the Op- 
preſſed at Home were deſpiſed ; the Impoſers 
ſaid, They bad rather be Papiſts than Presbyte- 
rians ;, as Others likewiſe proclaim ; And who 
doubts that? But were not ours and the Fo- 
reign Presbyterians true Proteſtants in Doctrine 
and Worſhip ? And are not theſe Men aſhamed | 
todeclare, the Proteſtant Religion to be worle | 
than Popery ? Is this their Way to convince us, 
that their Dioceſan Frame isthe great Bulwark 
of the Reformation? During the 16 Years of 
that Tragical Reign, the Impoſers treated our 
Fathers with great Severity; but were fondly / 
tender of the Papiſts, till we were all _ nigh * 
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rawn into that great Gulf; and mournful was 
he End of that Reign. After that, and the 


& oſviog Confuſions were over, and the Nation 
Vean'd trom Ceremonies for 12 Vears, Charles Il. 
returns, upon Solemn Engagements to uſe Mo- 


deration ; but his Politicks ſoon opened to all: 
And we ſaw verify d,what good Biſhop Brownrig 
faid on his Death-bed, to One, who brought 
him the Tydings that now his Old Maſter was 
coming home. Js be Coming? God bleſs him; 
but hell bring thoſe with him, who, were it to ſave, 
not three Nations, but three Worlds, will not abate 
4 Rag of a Ceremony, lu the Mock-Conference 
at the Savoy, and in the baſe Arts uſed to 
gain the Act of Uniformity, we ſaw the Men: 
The Terms of Conformity were now made 
more grievous, and the Sequel of that Reign 
needs not be related in this Age. It iſſued in 
Popiſh Plots and Violent Perſecutions ; for a 
Popiſh Duke ſway'd all. Our Part was only 
to write, and ſuffer, and wait; we did ſo, till 
the Impoſers had once again ridden the Na- 
tion to the very Gates of Rome, deſigning us 


to practice their Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience. 


The Duke mounts the Throne, and being, as 
he ſaid, An Old Man, took large Strides to re- 
fore Popery : And ſo he might, we being every 
way diſarmed, and our Friends in Priſons or 
Exile, had not Iatereſt and Self-preſervation 


been a better Bulwark to our-Religion, than 


Ceremonies could be ; and now again, the Seven 
Biſhops in Priſon, promiſe To come to a due Tem- 


per towards us. 
| D 3 No 
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No ſooner is Our Glorious Deliverer ſet on 
his Throne; and calls the Clergy to Harmo. 
nize with a Cool Parliament, and at leaſt to 
reform ſome Conteſs'd Abuſes among them. 
ſelves, but out comes a Vox Cleri, and the 
Senſe of the Lower Houſe of Conwocation is, 
Nolumus Leges Anglia mutari. Printing and 
Reprinting, that we are Curſed Donatiſts and 
Schiſmaticks, is {till the Method ( undecently I for 
Choſen) to Affront the Parliament that la- hes 
dulg'd us, without diminiſhing a Grain from Þ in 
the Silver Shrines. Is this their due Temper? I ma 
And is there yet any Hope, that theſe Men N: 
will change their Minds? Then might they ] ſez 
with ſome Colour blame our Separation, which I ye 
now they force us to, in Obedience to Scrip+ || an 
ture-Light, and in Faithfulneſs to our own and I Fc 
other Souls. We have done all we could, to || at 
ſatisfie Rulers and others of the Reaſons of our || fu 
Diſlent. Many have gone to their utmoſt I tl 
Length in Occaſional Conforming. Oft we have Je 
quietly reply d to their importunate Miſrepre- Ik 
ſentation of our Principles and Practices; as If 
may be ſeen in the ſolid Anſwers made by | 
Dr. Owen, Dr. Rule, Mr. Baxter, Alſop, Barret, | } 
Troughton, &c. to Dr. Stillingfleet's Unſeaſona- 
ble Sermon, and Unreaſonable Defence of it ; | « 
which Anſwers, whether Convictive to the | 
Doctor or no, ſtand untouch'd to this Day. 
We have no joy in ſuch Litigations, eſpeci- 
ally when Kind Providence under this Equal 
Government, calls us to more Neceſſary and 
Delightful Work; therefore are we ſilent to five 
* — Impreſ- 
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mpreſſions of the Abridgment of the Londou 
aſes in this Reign, and to many more peeviſh 
Books ; labouring to approve our Ways to 
od and Men, as 2 Cor. 6. 3, to 10. 

Now becauſe we delight not to employ ma- 
ay of our precious Hours on theſe things that 
are of Iſl Moment, nor to buſie your Heads 
and Tongues much about there will here 
cut ſhort this neceſſary Memorial. It may 
fortifie you in part againſt the Calumnies you 
hear caſt upon us, and ſerve to confirm you 
in this Preſent Truth, however traduced or 
maligned. We beſzech and warn you in God's 
Name, receive it not as our Opinion, bur 
ſearch the Scriptures in all Humility ; and if 
you find no Warrant there for our Doctrine 
and PraQtice, embrace that which has better 
Foundation : But if we have worſhipped God, 
and inſtructed you in no other Way than the 
ſure Word of Prophecy allows and ſupports, 
then tho' Men call it Hereſie, you onght to 
cleave to, and follow after the Lord therein. 
But render to no Man Evil for Evil, Cenſure 
for Cenſure, Exerciſe your ſelves to ſolid God- 
lineſs, and expect that in his Time he will 
plead your Cauſe, and reveal his Mind in theſe 
Things to ſuch, whoſe Eyes are yet any way 
obſt ructed. Hope ſtill in his Word, and Do 
his Commandments,*as David reſolves in P/al. 
119. 166, 167. leaſt by Unſcriptural, i. e. 


Unchriſtian Converſation, any Ways of God 


be evil ſpoken of, Now to Him that's able 
to keep you in all Truths, Holineſs add Peace, 
Ve 
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we heartily commit you: In Humble Hope, tha 
according to his Long-experienced Loving 
Kindneſs, he will preſerve You and Us fron 
every Evil Work; and if he yet lengthen on 
Days, will grant us to ſee Peace upon Iſracl; o 
however will Land us ſafe in a World of Light 
Purity, Peace, and Perfect Brotherly Love. 


FINIS. 


* * 


„ BOOKS Written by Mr. Nath. Taylor, Printed 
| for F. Lawrence, at the Angel in the Pozltrey, 
| Ottor Sherlock's Caſes and Letter of Church- Gon: 
. nion (lately Summ'd up in the Abridgment of the 
London Caſes ) Conſider d: And the Diffentess Vindi- 
|. cated from the Charge of Schiſm. 3 
A Preſer rative againft Dein ; ſhewing the great Ad- 
vantage of Revelation above Reaſon, Or. With an Appen 
| dix in Anſwer to a Letter of 4. V. againft Revealed Re- 
| ligion in the Oracles of Reaſon. me: 
| A Diſcourſe of che Nature and Neceſſity of Faith in e 
ſus Chrift ; with an Anſwer to the Arguments of our Mo- 
ern Socinians for the Sufficiency of bare Morality; or 
0 meer Charity to Salvation. — » BN 
| A Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. Nath. Vincent. 
A Brief Diſcourſe of -/»fant-Baptiſm, Deliver'd at the 
( pong Baptiſm of an Infant, at Kingſton thipon- Thames, 
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| Books Printed for F. Lawrence at the Angel in the 
| 1575 Pioultrey. | | 
R. Shower, Mr. Nilliams, Mr. Alſop, Mr. Calemy and 
L Mr. Pomfrey's Sermons before the Societies for 
3 Keformatiqn of Manners. + Þ 
| Thomas againſt Bennet: Or, The Proteſt ant Diſſenters | 
; vindicated from the Charge of Schiſm. In a Letter from 
= a Fellow of St. John's Colledge in Cambridge, to the Rector 
Yi of St. Fames's in Colcheſter, 
| Mr. 7aylor's Funeral Sermon, by Mr. Jobn Shower. - 
| | 14 v4. 


